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Ireland’s Road Safety History



For Decades Ireland was A SOCIETY IN DENIAL



23,430 people have died since 1959… 

Fatalities peaked in 1972, and reached 

lowest level ever in 2012



Fatal casualties / collisions - 1970-2012
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 Fatal collisions Fatalities

Introduction of 
Mandatory 
Alcohol

Testing

Introduction of 
Safety cameras

1st Road 
Safety
Strategy

Blood 
alcohol 
level 
reduced to 
80

Blood 
alcohol 
level 
reduced to 
100

Establishment of 
the Garda traffic 
corps

RSA

Blood alcohol level 
reduced to 50

Seatbelts 
mandatory 

Penalty 
Points



Planning Phase 



Ireland’s Strategic Approach

 1998 - 2002

 2004 - 2006

 2007 - 2012

 2013 – 2020  “Closing the Gap”



Looking back to look forward: 
Effectiveness of 2007-2012 Strategy gave confidence in 

approach for 2013-2020

 Template of Action Plan:
– Accountability 

– Shared responsibility 

– Timelines for delivery

– Regular Monitoring 

 High Level Commitment: 
– Minister

– Government 

– Stakeholders 

 Consultation 
– Stakeholders involved from early stages

– Engagement started before Strategy rolled out 

 Cost benefit ratio of 3:1; justifies investment 

What worked? 



Consultation Process

 Must focus on key challenges that 

need to be addressed to reduce 

collisions, fatalities and injuries.

 Substantial consultation process:

1. Workshop

2. Detailed public consultation process

3. Face to face consultation with key 

stakeholders responsible for delivering 

measures contained in the Strategy



Overview of the New Strategy 



Targets for Ireland 

If you don't know where you are going, you will probably end up somewhere else. ~ Lawrence J. Peter

Our approach must be stretching, encouraging robust actions to reduce 

the risk of collisions, injuries or fatalities

Close the gap between Ireland and best performing countries: 

 Fatalities to reach 124 by 2020 or 25 fatalities per million

 Establish a definition for serious injuries & scientific method of counting.

 A provisional target to reduce serious injuries by 30% from 472 (2011) or 

fewer to 330 by 2020, or 61 per million population

Other targets: 

 A target of 100% compliance has been set for speed compliance & seatbelt 

wearing rates whilst acknowledging it may be difficult to achieve.



3 key areas of intervention

Education

 Measures relating to awareness raising, formal education & 

training to ensure that all road users have the appropriate attitudes, 

knowledge & skills.

Engineering

 Measures relating to road design & vehicles, operation of road system, 

integration of land use & road planning to promote safe  & forgiving 

spaces.

Enforcement

 Measures for the prevention, policing & mitigation of the effect of 

collisions to ensure that road users behave in a safe manner & where 

injuries occur that the impact on casualties is minimised. 

Objectives & Measures



Overarching Strategic Approach 



 Work Related Vehicle Safety

 Medical Fitness to Drive

 Drug Driving

 Fatigue

 Distraction (Mobile Phones)

 Vulnerable Road Users

 Road Works

 Emergency Response & Care

 Data analysis & Evaluation

 Post Collision Investigation (Engineering) 

Our Challenges

Success depends on 

continued engagement: 

 Political

 Community 

 Garda enforcement 

 Keep road safety top 

of mind 

 Guard against 

complacency & 

competing public 

priorities  



Critical Success Factors

 Political Commitment

 Public Support

 Policy Implementation

 Collaborative Approach

 Garda Traffic Corps

 Road Engineering

 Media Support

 Legislation

 Funding

 Ongoing Consultation 

Process

 Non Government Agencies & 

Organisations Success starts internally: All RSA Staff must be 

committed to the RSS



Monitoring & Evaluation



 Arrangements that were instrumental in the previous Strategy will be 

maintained

 Each Agency has its own structures and processes

 Ministerial Scrutiny and Oversight

 A programme of monitoring, evaluation & research will be put in place

 Board of the Road Safety Authority

 Ministerial Committee on Road Safety to oversee implementation

 Annual review involving lead Department & Agencies

 Mid term evaluation

 Reporting to EU

 Reporting to OECD (IRTAD)

Monitoring & Evaluation





www.roadsafetystrategy.ie

Road Safety Strategy Monitoring website

http://www.roadsafetystrategy.ie/


Traffic Light Monitoring System





Thank you


